
Principal’s Pen 
Happy New Year!  I hope all of you enjoyed a 

wonderful holiday with your children.  It’s hard 

to believe we are already halfway through the 

school year.  The 2009-10 school year is zooming 

away, and school will be over before we know it!  

It’s been a wonderful year.  Your children are a 

blessing.  We have many exciting programs 

planned for 2010 including the  PTA basketball 

and after school programs that are in progress.  

Our staff is committed to making what is left of 

this school year the best year yet.  The New 

Year is a time devoted to improvement and re-

newed commitment.  If you have any ideas for 

how we can make Fairlawn a better place to 

learn, please call me and share your thoughts.  I 

welcome your input. 
 

 

An EVSC parent survey will be sent home with students 

during the week of February 8.  The purpose of this sur-

vey is to collect information related to the EVSC Strate-

gic Plan.   From this we hope to assess the impact of the 

EVSC Strategic Plan thus far, as well as provide specific 

information to each school.  

  

All parents, EVSC employees, and students in grades 3-

12 will be asked to complete the survey.   We value your 

opinions and welcome your input on this survey.    The 

survey is confidential and no attempt will be made to 

identify any individual.   After you have completed your 

survey, please return it to school with your student. 

 

 
Reminder ~ 
 
According to the EVSC calendar, our snow make-up 
days are April 23 and April 26. 

Dates to Remember 

             

Jan.   27  Varsity Basketball (home games)      

  Boys & Girls vs Howard Roosa          

Feb.  1-5  National School Counseling Week 

         1      Varsity Basketball (home games)      

  Boys & Girls vs Hebron          

         3    Varsity Basketball (away games) 

    Boys & Girls vs Dexter 

         5    H1N1 Clinic at Fairlawn 

        11  Varsity Basketball (home games)       

  Boys & Girls vs Lodge           

         12    PTA Spring Parties; 1:25 PM 

         15    NO SCHOOL—Presidents’ Day 

         16     Kindergarten Enrollment Begins 

         19     Black History Month Prog in Auditorium; 1:00 PM 

         22     Scholastic Book Fair Preview 

         23     PTA Meeting in Cafeteria; 6:00 PM 

         23-26   Scholastic Book Fair 

         23-26   PTA Grandparent’s Breakfast 

                       Tues., Feb. 23—K & 1st Grades 

           Wed., Feb. 24—2nd & 3rd Grades 

           Thurs., Feb. 25—4th & 5th Grades 

          26     1st Grade Field Trip to Wesselman’s 

            8:40 AM—11:30 AM 

 
 

H1N1 Clinic at Fairlawn 
 

The Vanderburgh Co. Health Dept. will be providing free nasal 

mist H1N1 vaccinations for Fairlawn students on Fri., February 5. 

Information letters and consent forms will be going home soon. 

Signed consent forms must be returned by February 4 in order for 

your child to be vaccinated. The clinic will be for Fairlawn stu-

dents only. 

 

 
The Nurse Needs Clothing Donations 

 

Parents please return any clothes your child has borrowed 

from the nurse's office.  Also, if you have any outgrown pants 
or are willing to purchase underwear, sizes 6 and 8 for both 

girls and boys to donate, I would appreciate it. 
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Congratulations Leaders of the Month 
 

Kindergarten - Colton Hollingsworth, Isaiah Pulley, 

Charakey Blackard, Kameron Murray 

1st Grade - Madison Cain, Skylar Marshall, Alexis 

Morrison, Evan Brown, Alvin Grisby 

2nd Grade - Mariah Osborne, Olivia Brown, Raider 

Reynolds, Taylor Kenney, Danica Scales 

3rd Grade - Alayna Daniels, Rhett Barton, Michael 

Gospodinoff, Jordan Nally 

4th Grade - Rosemary Beasley, De’Onna Dickerson, 

Diamond Oldham 

5th Grade - Mariah Rhoades, Ashlyn Cowin, Isaih 

Mayes 
 

 

Increasing Your Child’s Vocabulary:éa fast fact from 

Kashana Afifi, school psychologistéIn elementary 

school, children continue to learn language by absorbing 

words they hear around them, in addition to what they 

read.  For this reason, talk to your children about shared 

experiences.  Donôt shy away from sophisticated lan-

guage.  Embed a new word in a familiar context (ñYour 

sisterôs diapers are saturated!ò ñNow Iôll saut® the on-

ions.ò).  Vary the way you make routine requests.  Ex-

plain multiple meanings of a word. (Source: Parent and 

Child Magazine at ww2.scholastic.com: For the Love of 

Words, by Susan Canizares) 

PTA News – We Need Your Help! 
    

It’s that time of year when we begin preparing for 

next year, and our PTA is looking for people who are 

interested in holding an office on our PTA Executive 

Board.  If you are interested in a position, please con-

tact Jenise King at 437-3410. 

   Don’t forget that you can easily help Fairlawn by 

saving Box Tops for Education, Campbell’s labels, and 

Nestle bottled water labels.  Send your Box Tops and 

labels to school with your child. 

   We are looking forward to warmer weather when 

our new playground equipment will be installed! Thanks 

to all who have helped make this possible! 

 

February is Black History Month 
Read All About It! 

 
The week of February 8-10 the teachers at Fairlawn 
and at schools across the city will participate in the 
African-American Read In. They will read books by 
African-American authors as well as books about 
African-Americans. Parents may wish to participate 
by choosing such books to read to their children. A 
list of possible titles can be obtained at the public 
library. 

~ Fairlawn Reading Committee 

Spelling Bee     
  

 Fairlawn’s school spelling bee was held on Monday, January 11.  Student representatives from 

each 4th and 5th grade homeroom participated in the bee.  The winner will represent Fairlawn at the 

Vanderburgh County Spelling Bee on February 6, 2010 at North High School. The participants in-

cluded: 

Elijah Sutton   Austin Mayes   Kelsey Murray  

Caleb Schrock   Emmanuel Crowe  Aliyah Parker 

Taylor Jones   Madison Roberts  Deondre Fox-Suggs  

Devin Curry   Ahvier Lamb   Austin Henshaw 

Nathan Todd   Haley Labhart   Brittany Wendel  

 D’Ayra Bradley   Jadan Manion   Courtney Skinner 

Lily Mayhugh   Brandon Mack   Elizabeth Briley  

 Kaitlynn Coffman  Tylan Parrish 

 

 We are so proud of all of our participants.  They worked hard to be a good representative for 

their homeroom! 

 The winner of our spelling bee was Courtney Skinner, representing Mrs. Kelly’s fifth grade 

class.  The runner-up was Austin Mayes, representing Mrs. Carlton’s fifth grade class. Way to go! 

 Once again, we would like to congratulate each of our participants and let them know we are 

very proud of them! 

Spelling Bee Committee  



Kindergarten Enrollment 
 

Do you have, or do you know of a new 

kindergartener who will attend  

Fairlawn Elementary School next year? 
 

To be eligible for kindergarten your child must be 

five years old on or before August 1st. 
 

Any parent who wishes to have screening for early 

entry to kindergarten, please call the school  

office 476-4997 to set up an appointment. 
 

Please stop by the office to pick up an 

enrollment packet starting February 16 to 

complete and return to the school. 
 

Parents with a child entering school as a first 

grader new to the Corporation, please contact the 

office to pick up an enrollment packet. 
 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

February 22  -  26 
 

Fairlawn’s annual Book Fair will begin with a preview 

day on Monday, February 22. Students will be visiting the 

Book Fair during their library time. Please come and visit 

our Book Fair, and you will find many exciting books. 

 

Also, Grandparents’ Days are scheduled for this week and 

grandparents are welcome to visit the Book Fair with their 

grandchildren. 

 

PTA Clothing Bank  
The PTA Clothing Bank is in need of shampoo. We 
were collecting toothbrushes, but they are well 
stocked now so we are moving on to shampoo. 
Please help us support this wonderful program. 
 
Thanks again to Taylor Pate for making the large 
toothbrush in front of the Office to remind us to col-
lect the toothbrushes! 
 

After School Programs 
 

After School Programs have begun. They are Mon-

day-Thursday, except for Girl Scouts & YMCA 

which are Thursdays ONLY.  The last day of pro-

grams is Thursday, April 29. If you have any ques-

tions or concerns regarding your child®s class, 

please contact me at school at 476-4997 and press 

¯4° for After School Programs. 

      Robin Forney 

    Site Coordinator 

Schnucks eScrip Customer Card 
 

Schnucks and their customer card make it easy for 
you to help raise money for Fairlawn. Pick up a eS-
crip customer card at any Schnucks store (cards are 
also available in the front office) and sign up over 
the phone or online. Info is right on the card! Each 
time you shop for groceries show the cashier your 
card and up to 3% of your total purchase will be for-
warded to the school for future use. This card has no 
money value, it is simply a method of tracking where 
funds should be forwarded. Fairlawn code 
#6502178. Thank you for your support! 
 
 

Lunches Provided at Delaware & McGary 
During State of Emergency Situations 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƴƻǿ Řŀȅǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
large portion of our students who come to school 
hungry each day.  It was particularly difficult January 
7 and 8 because the snow days fell in combination 
with a weekend.   That meant that there were four 
days when many children felt the real pangs of hun-
ƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
with little food in their homes. 
 

EVSC has been approved, by the Department of 
School and Community Nutrition, to serve lunches 
on days when schools are closed, due to snow or 
other hazardous weather conditions.  We will pilot 
the program at Delaware and McGary this 
year.  Lunch will be offered, at no charge, to all chil-
dren in the community,  18 years of age and un-
der.  Adults will be charged $2.25.  Lunch would be 
served from 11:00 to 12:30.  If a State of Emergency 
has been declared for the City, the schools would 
not be opened. 
 

Sincerely, 
Pat Barsumian, 
Manager of EVSC Office of Food & Nutrition 
 

Reminder ñSchool Closings 

In the event of a school closing or delay due to in-

clement weather, employees, as well as EVSC 

families, will be called with a goal of notification by 

5:45 a.m., through the Connect -ED Family Notifi-

cation System that has been in place for the past 

year.  When the corporationõs schools are closed, 

all extra -curricular activities are cancelled.  If you 

DID NOT  receive a call from Chief Communication 

Officer Marsha Jackson telling you of the closing 

in January,  please call the school office at 476 -

4997 or email Denise Bollinger at  

denise.bollinger @evsc.k12.in.us with the telephone 

number at which you should be contacted.  Please 
put the word òsnowó in the subject line of the 
email.  

mailto:marsha.jackson@evsc.k12.in.us


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE TIPS FOR PARENTS 
 

1. Make sure your child goes to bed early (8:30-
9:00) so he/she will be well rested and ready 
to learn. 

 

2. Lay out school clothes and school supplies in 
the evening in order to be prepared for the 
next school day. 

 

3. Allow your child ample time in the morning to 
get dressed for school.  (Rushing only frus-
trates a child and causes delays).  Develop a 
morning routine (get dressed, eat, brush 
teeth) and monitor it. 

 

4. Have a designated area for things that need 
to be taken to school such as homework, 
backpack, lunch, books and papers requiring 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

5. Always be sure your child eats breakfast in 
the morning and if he/she eats at home try to 
have breakfast necessities such as dish, cup 
silverware, cereal box, set out on the table 
the night before. 

 

6. Discuss the importance of regular school at-
tendance and how it relates to forming suc-
cessful habits required for the work force. 

 

7. It is very important that your child arrives to 
school ON TIME (ten minutes before class 
begins). 

 

8. Maintain a positive attitude about school at-
tendance because we must remember SUC-
CESSFUL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS A LEARNED 
BEHAVIOR. 

 

  9.  Plan trips for holidays and vacations. 
 

10. Have a back-up person available to take your 
child to school if you are ill or otherwise un-
able to do so. 

 
 

4th Grade Production Highlighting 

Black History Month 
 

The 4th grade classes will have a musical 

production for Black History Month in the 

Auditorium on Fri., February 19 at 1:00 PM. 

Parents are welcome to attend. Please come 

in and sign in at the front office first. 

An Outstanding Education Begins On Time! 
 

As you know, a good education gives your child the best 
possible start in life.  A good education helps young 
people to obtain secure employment and develop into 
mature and responsible citizens.  We at Fairlawn work 
very hard to ensure that your child receives the best 
education possible. We cannot do that if your child is 
not in school and on time, every day, when she or he is 
healthy. The results of regular attendance is improved 
academic skills and social and emotional growth for our 
students. 
If your child walks to school or if you bring him or her, 
please make sure your child is at Fairlawn before the 
tardy bell rings.  The tardy bell rings at 7:55.  At that 
time students are expected to be in their seat and 
ready to learn.   
If you are experiencing difficulty with getting your child 
to school regularly and on time, please feel free to con-
tact the School Counselor, Mrs. Bunch for help in re-
solving your attendance issue. 
Please help us to provide your child with the out-
standing education she or he deserves.  
 

7 Habits For Highly Effective Parents 
 

The same principles your children are learning apply to 
parenthood. 
Be Proactive ς You choose your response to how others 
treat you.  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ άƳŀƪŜέ 
you angry; only you can choose to be angry.  Gain con-
trol of your emotions.  Walk away for a time if need be. 
Begin With The End In Mind ς Focus on how you want 
your child to perceive you as a parent once a disagree-
ment is over.  Focus on what you want your relation-
ǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ άŦŜŜƭέ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜπ
ment is over. 
Put First Things First ς Relationships are more impor-
tant than things. 
Think Win-Win ς aŀƪŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ άŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  If you have made a 
withdrawal, apologize. 
Seek First to Understand, Then To Be Understood ς 
Listen with your ears, eyes, and heart until your child 
feels fully understood. 
Synergize ς If needed, seek out another person who 
might provide a better solution than you or your child. 
Sharpen The Saw ς Get plenty of rest and exercise, and 
eat right so you feel good.  Fatigue feeds conflict.  


