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EVSC Coach Chosen as NASA Solar System Educator

Deb Vannatter, EVSC district academic coach, was recently selected by the Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL) to serve as a Solar System Educator. The Jet Propulsion Lab is NASA’s lead field center for robotic exploration of the Solar System. Vannatter joins a cadre of only 118 educators selected to serve as Solar System Educators in the United States and Puerto Rico. 

As a Solar System Educator, Vannatter will receive training at a NASA facility, attend period virtual workshops utilizing recent NASA/JPL research; receive special mailings of newly released information and publications and have the opportunity for further involvement with NASA science and education teams. In addition, Vannatter will be expected to lead teacher workshops with an emphasis on reaching underserved audiences. Solar System Educators are comprised of current K-12 educators and educators from the informal education community such as museums, science centers, planeteria, etc. 

Vannatter has been involved with NASA’s JPL since 2005 when she was named a Solar System Ambassador. In this role, participants are required to log hours of space science education and outreach activities in order to maintain their standing with the NASA program. 
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